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It may look like an ordinary dome alongside 1-70, but it's not It soon will be ...

ABOVE: The home of the new Fort Hays State University Sternberg Museum, as viewed across Interstate 70 at twilight. BELOW: A drawing of the Cretaceous Park Diorama. The museum is scheduled
to open in May 1996.

THE NEW STERNBERG
(featuring Cretaceous Park) ,
liability, and the corporation gave
the building to Ellis County to disWhen the new Sternberg Museum pose of a tax sale in 1990. Fort Hays
of Natural History opens next year, a State University bought the building
king will be in attendance.
for $1 in 1991 with plans for a new
Tyrannosaurus rex, the tyrant- museum.
lizard king.
Choate said the average person
The new Sternberg is on schedule does not know how much time and
and will open in May 1996, according planning has gone into the project. It
took almost two years to draw up
to J.R. Choate, director.
"One of 100 things can cause a set- plans with the architects.
A round building as advantages
back, but so far everything is on
schedule," Choate said. "Construct- and disadvantages, Choate said .. One
ion has gone on for a few months and advantage is the high ceiling, which
will allow the museum to display
we're making headway."
The 88,000-square-foot circular full-size trees.
building at 2911 Canterbury sits on
"No other museum has a ceiling
the south side of Interstate 70.
four and a half stories high," Choate
The Chrysler First Business said. "We can have full-sized trees.
Credit Corporation took possession On the down side, things you put in a
of the building after a health club
there went bankrupt. It became a tax
STERNBERG/ See page A7
By TONYA FOSTER

Hays Daily News

CHARLIE RIEDEL/ Hays Daily News

Workers prepare the inside of the new Fort Hays State University Sternberg Museum, set to open in May 1996. The building was formerly a health club.
\

.P.romotion is the name of mu·seum game
By MARY CLARKIN
Hays Daily News
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", .In-the early-~1980s, Fort Hays experimentedline.
7 :.;,, -:Contracts on the billboards are exprr.mg, ·and with an entrance fee. Previously, it had been a
Still, the Kansas Museum of History can
"They don't ," said Montana museum director
boast that it is the top tourist attraction among the Hays CVB is expected to decide this year free museum.
Arthur H. Wolf, with a chuckle.
state-owned fac~~ties, draWing 149,834 visitors in what new advertising will replace the current
"It affected us probably third to a half,"
"You have to work real hard," he said:
said Wilhelm of the negative impact the fees
Wolf is director of Museum of the Rockies in 1994. FHSU officials hope the future Sternberg signs.
Historic Fort Hays has been .the leading had on attendance.
Bozeman, Mont. Bozeman has 28,000 residents Museum will draw 350,000 visitors a year by
attraction among local museums, drawing 41,540
"As a result of that, they dropped it," he said.
and is located along Interstate 90. The Museum 1998.
Admission to the fort and Sternberg is free
No highway signs promote the on-:campus visitors in 1994. That count is taken from the
of the Rockies is part of Montana State
University and sits on the edge of campus, but University of Kansas Natural History Muse_um, registr ation book, and the fort's Wilh~lril esti- now, but the Sternberg will charge a fee at its
Lawre1:1~e, but there are plans .to put up signs mates another 10 percent of the people who new location.
not on the interstate.
Billboards, notices in journals, and signs ad~e~hsmg KU's muse~s.. .
. . actually visited last year did not sign the .\>0ok.
"It will be less than the cost of a movie," said
within the city help publicize the museum and
I~ so~ hope that this will m~rease our v1~1"A lot of our booked tours, a lot of t~es, they Sternberg director Choate.
direct motorists to the Museum of the Rockies, 1tors, . said Brad. Kemp, marketmg .and public don't register at all," he said.
. "Last ti1!1e I went to a movie, it was four or
according to Wolf.
r~lations coordmator for the KU Natural
Sternberg, at its home on the FHSU campus, five bucks, he a_dded._ .
.
At Fort Hays State University, planning -is History Museum.
. .
drew slightly more than 17,000 visitors last year.
Fees for seruor citizens and children are
Interstate 70 sends thousands of motorists by Att d
.
ted t O
. t O th h
expected to be about $1 to $2 less than general
under way for what happens once the new home,
IS ex~c
~urg~ m
e
admission according to Choate
near Interstate 70 and Canterbury, is readied for Hays' front door daily. A Kansas Department of dr : at~
O
1
Transportation traffic count taken near
~ ·t . ous;n s Fo~eH em e~~ oc; esi
Choate does not think Fort Hays' experience
FHSU's Sternberg Museum.
O
1 11
ays as e op oca will be repeated when·Sternberg starts charging
"We're just beginning to market the grand WaKeeney during July 1994, showed a daily an . WI ttreptce
admission
opening," said FHSU museum director J erry aver age of nearly 12 000 vehicles passing by on museum a .rac IOn.
the interstate.
'
Wilhelm does not begmd ge st ernberg's
"They ~ffered the same thing for the money
Choate.
.
that they previously offered for free," he pointMay 1996 is the targeted opening.
Historic Fort Hays' superintendent Bob gr~~h. . . .
We think it will help (the fort) ... . Anythmg ed out. ,
Promotion and prices are a couple of factors Wilhelm thinks the fort gets a boost from the I70 billboard program sponsored by the Hays that's going to get people off the interst ate is
The Kansas Cosmosphere, Hutchinson,
that differ among museums.
going to benefit anybody in town," said Wilhelm. charges admission, and it outdraws even the
The Kansas Museum of History, just off 1-70 Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Fort Hays, Sternberg, and the Ellis County Kansas Museum of History, which is free.
The CVB has contracts for seven billboards
in Topeka, has only two brown highway signs Unlike some museums - including the
near either side of the 1-70 exit - that alert along the interstate, with signs placed from Historical Society Museum, 100 W. Seventh, ·a re
Kanorado to Topeka.
"not really in competition," according to Cosmosphere - Sternberg is not expected to
motorists to its location.
"We would like to see more. The signage is
offer fees that vary, based on what movies or
The fort ·is touted on billboards at Colby and Wilhelm.
pretty minimal," said museum director Bob Russell, while Sternberg is featured on the
"We help one another. I don't see how.we features inside the museum the visitor opts to
Keckeisen.
CVB's billboard at Salina.
could really be in competition," he said.
see.
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Up
.,.to 350,000

visitors a year
predicted

That would make new
Sternberg one of the top
attractions in Kansas
By MARY CLARKIN
Hays Daily News

The new home for Fort Hays
State
University's
Sternberg
Musewn could catapult the Hays
tourist attraction into the big
leagues. ,
Currently, the Sternberg is
tucked inside McCartney Hall on
campus. The musewn attracts anywhere from 17,000 to 23,000 visitors
annually.
It is "extremely realistic," predicts museum . director J erry
Choate, that the new Sternberg will
draw 200,000 to 250,000 visitors in
1997, - its first .full year in operation.
·
FHSU
President
Edward
Hammond has projected there
could be "as many as 350,000 visitors
annually by 1998."
Not
even
the
Kansas
Cosmosphere in Hutchinson drew
350,000 visitors in 1993, and it was
the fourth most popular tourist
attraction in Kansas that year with
308,750 visitors.
The top three attractions in the
state in 1993 - the most recent year
for which visitor statistics have
been compiled at the Department
of Commerce and Housing's Kansas
Travel and Tourism Division were:
• Woodlands, Kansas City, Kan. ,
a horse and dog racing facility,
drawing a total of 1.4 million visitors.
• Wichita Greyhound Park, featuring dog races, drawing 530,455
visitors.
• Sedgwick County Zoo, Wichita, attracting 462,804 visitors.
The grand opening for Sternberg,
in the dome near Interstate 70 and
Canterbury, is planned for May
1996. Even in that abbreviated first
year, Sternberg could <,lraw 150,000
_visitors, university officials anticipate.
Choate is basing attendance projections on other musewns in the
region. He also points to the
Museum of the · Rockies, in
Bozeman, Mont., as a barometer.
The Musewn of the Rockies is a
natural history musewn equipped
with state-of-the-art displays. About
six years ago it doubled its size and
enhanced its offerings.
Before the expansion, the
Musewn of the Rockies attracted
about 40,000 to 50,000 visitors a year.
Now, it draws 150,000 to 200,000 visitors a ·yea½ said musewn director
Arthw· H. Wolf in a telephone interview.
Last year, the museum drew
approximately 169,000 visitors, he
said.
According to Wolf, about 50 percent of the musewn's visitors come
from outside Montana; about 25 percent are in-state travelers; and the
remaining 25 percent are drawn
from within a 50-mile radius of
Bozeman.
''We think we're worth $15 million
a year to the community," Wolf said.

Museum project calls
for spending about
$1.4 million on exhibits
By AD ELE SHAVER
Hays Daily News

Fort Hays State University still
needs to raise some of the money it
will need to complete the first phase
of renovations for Sternberg
Museum.
But fund-raisers are confident
that the remaining money needed
for the $3.2 million construction project will be secured without delaying
the scheduled 0pening in May 1996.
Of money needed for construction, between $1.3 million and $1.4
million will be spent on exhibits
alone.
"We don't have everything in
hand yet," said Johnny Williams,
FHSU vice president for administration and finance.
"The money's been given, pledged
or identified."
Including the donations of the
building and additional adjacent
land, Phase I will represent $8 million in gifts to the university for
Sternberg, according to Scott
Barrett, assistant vice-president for
institutional development.
Barrett said the university still

needs to raise about $670,000.
The money could come from any
number of sources.
Barrett said, for example, that
the university has submitted grant
inquiries and proposals to about 80
foundations.
"We're clearly on-task," he said.
Williams pointed out that the reason they are calling the work needed to open Sternberg "Phase I" is
that no museum is ever really complete.
·
Many aspects of the museum will
continue to be developed over the
years.
"It's really an .on-going process,"
he said.
FHSU is using a crew of 10 to 12
of its building and maintenance personnel doing much of the basic
work, shifting back and forth from
campus as they keep up with other
responsibilities.
Outside firms are being contracted for specialized work, such as the
fumigation for mold that was done
over Christmas break when the old
ceiling and walls were removed to
expose the shell of the building.
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Tyrannosaurue, rex

This is a drawing on display at the Sternberg Museum. It gives an idea of what visitors can expect to find in the Cretaceous ·Park Diorama.

STERNBERG: Tyrannosaurus rex will dominate the Cretaceous Park Diorama
tyrant-lizard king.
But not just any tyrannosaurus
round building aren't round, so rex.
there's a lot of wasted space."
"It will be 40 feet long," Choate
Deaton Museum Services of said. "The longest one ever found is 42
Minneapolis, Minn., is building the feet. All of the models are based on
steel mezzanine and the dinosaurs for the latest research, so they are accudisplay.
rate."
The mezzanine, 100 feet in diameAnother prehistoric animal includter, will wrap c,1round the display and ed in the park will be a hadrosaur. A
beneath it. Below the dinosaurs will herbivore, it was prey for the tyranbe a display of fishes.
nosaurus. rex.
It is like the visitors will be under
A mosasaur, a large underwater
the sea, Choate said.
reptile, will also be on display.
The dinosaurs will be beneath the
"It will be on the beach," Choate
dome in an exhibit called the said. "Mosasaurs are giant reptiles
Cretaceous Park Diorama. Naturally, that ate things like sharks."
A xiphactinus, part of Sternberg's
it includes a tyrannosaurus rex, the

Continued from page 1

famous "fish within a fish" fossil, will
also be included.
Offices and services will be housed
in the rectangle part of the building.
The first level will have a lobby, gift
shop, south entrance and food service. The second level will have
offices and a library, and the third
level will have a child discovery room
and lecture rooms. A detailed model
display of the museum is on display
in the Sternberg Museum in
McCartney Hall on the FHSU campus.
After the building is remodeled and
after I the diorama is complete, the
next step moving all the fossils from
the old museum on the FHSU campus
to the park.

"Moving is going to be a new experience for all of us because none us
have done it before," Choate said.
"I've been looking, but I have yet to
find someone who has moved things
like this."
George F. Sternberg came to FHSU
in 1927 and started a museum that
housed his fossil findings.
He was a professional fossil hunter,
and he earned his living by selling his
findings to museums, Choate said. He
would keep the best of his fossils for
the museum.
"H you would go to the British
Museum of Natural History, it has a
whole room dedicated to the
Sternberg family, " Choate said.

